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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: The RCE filed 01/12/09. 

2. Claims 41 and 44-50 have been cancelled as necessitated by the Amendment. 

3 . Claims 51-71 have been added as necessitated by the Amendment. 

4. The rejection of claims 13, 25-31, 41, and 44-50 under 35 U.S.C. 101 has been 
withdrawn as necessitated by the Amendment. 

5. The rejection of claims 1, 4-13, 17-22, and 25-31 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bergman et al (5,909,678 06/01/99) in view of Kurowski et al (US- 
2002/0019844 02/14/02) in flirther view Nunez (US-6,654,737 1 1/25/03) in flirther view of the 
W3C, HTML 4.01 Specification, Chapter 12, "Links", pp. 1-15, 12/24/99 (Hereafter: W3C) has 
been withdrawn as necessitated by the Amendment. 

6. Claims 1, 4-13, 17-22, 25-31, and 51-71 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 11, and 13 
are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



8. Claims 1, 6-13, 19-22, 27-31, 51-53, 58-60, and 65-67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Dynamic Drive, "Drop down menu generator", 03/30/99, pp. 



Application/Control Number: 09/766,949 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2178 

1-2, 

http://web.archive.org/web/200 1 080 116 1 507/http://www.dynamicdrive.com/dynamicindexl/dro 
pmenuindex.htm (Hereafter "Dynamic Drive 1") and Dynamic Drive Screenshot "Drop down 
menu generator", 03/30/99, pp. 1 (Hereafter "Dynamic Drive 2") in view of W3C, HTML 4.01 
Specification, Chapter 17, "Forms", W3C, 12/24/99, pp. 1-26, 

http://www.w3.org/TR/html401/interact/forms.html (Hereafter "W3C") in further view of 
Wasilewski (US-6,374,275 04/16/02). 

-In regard to independent claims 1,11, and 13, Dynamic Drive teaches a computer 
method, system, and product for selecting content, comprising: 

displaying a hyperlink for an element (Dynamic Drive 1 : "drop down menu") in on a page 
(Dynamic Drive 1: "The default url of each drop down menus is 'altemate.htm'; Dynamic Drive 
2: i.e. note "<a href=altemate.html..." in the second scroll box), the form being a database query 
(Dynamic Drive 2: i.e. selection of any one of the five links from the displayed menu control 
with query those stored pages"), to indicate to a user that a control is available for the element 
(Dynamic Drive 1 : i.e. the color of the hyperlinks "JavaScript links" and "DHTML Links" are 
blue and underlined), said hyperlink including at least one hyperlink target (Dynamic Drive 1 : 
"The default url of each drop down menus is 'altemate.htm'; Dynamic Drive 2: i.e. note "<a 
href=altemate.html..." in the second scroll box), the hyperlink target identified by a link to a 
choice satisfying the element on the form (Dynamic Drive 2: note the plurality of menu items 
defined in the first scroll box for the selected hyperlink), said hyperlink providing one of the 
group consisting of 
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(i) a link from the form to another location, wherein the another location is identified by a 
reference to valid variables in the hyperlink target (Dynamic Drive 1 : "The default url of each 
drop down menus is 'altemate.htm'; Dynamic Drive 2: i.e. note "<a href=altemate.html..." in the 
second scroll box) and 

(ii) a link from the form to another file, wherein the another file is identified by a 
reference to a selection of choices in the hyperlink target (Dynamic Drive 1 : "The default url of 
each drop down menus is 'altemate.htm'; Dynamic Drive 2: i.e. note "<a href=altemate.html..." 
in the second scroll box); 

upon a selection of the hyperlink by the user, presenting the control for user interaction 
(Dynamic Drive 2: "drop down menu generator" i.e. note the drop down menu control activated 
when the "DHTML Links" hyperlink is selected). 

Dynamic Drive teaches wherein the hyperlink displayed for an element of a control was 
not incorporated into a specific form but was rather implemented on web page. W3C teaches 
that control elements could be implemented outside of a form but generally appear inside a form 
(Page 3: "elements used to create controls generally appear inside a form... by may also appear 
outside a form"). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention for the hyperlink control element of Dynamic Drive to have been incorporated into a 
form, because W3C taught that control elements were notoriously well known in the art to be 
added into forms (Page 3) and by incorporating said element into a form, the user of Dynamic 
Drive's control element would have gained the benefit of being able to submit users selections to 
an agent for further processing (Page 1 : "submitting the form to an agent for processing... web 
server... etc). 
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Dynamic Drive teaches that upon completion of user interaction with the control 
querying the selected page and displaying said page to said user. Dynamic Drive does not 
specifically teach upon selection of one of the hyperlinks displayed in the drop down menu, 
replacing the element with a new element responsive to user action, and causing the presented 
control to disappear. Wasilewski teaches upon completion of user interaction with a drop down 
menu control, replacing the element with a new element responsive to user action, and causing 
the presented control to disappear (column 1, lines 45-67; column 7, lines 5-37)(Fig. 8). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have replaced 
the element based on the user interaction with the control and to have made the control disappear 
as taught in Wasilewski, because Wasilewski taught said control element functionality provided 
some accommodation for Internet users who do not have a keyboard (column 1, lines 43-46) as 
well as providing the well known benefit of more prominently displaying the user's selection 
(i.e. it is the only element shown thereafter until the control is activated again). 

-In regard to dependent claims 6-7, 19-20, and 27-28, Dynamic Drive teaches wherein 
the control was a list of choices or a pull-down menu (Dynamic Drive 2: "drop down menu 
generator" i.e. note the drop down menu control activated when the "DHTML Links" hyperlink 
is selected). 

-In regard to dependent claims 8-9, 21-22, and 29-30, Dynamic Drive teaches wherein 
the control was a dialog box (Dynamic Drive 2: "drop down menu generator" i.e. note the drop 
down menu control activated when the "DHTML Links" hyperlink is selected) but does not 
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specifically teach a text entry field (Note: Dynamic Drive 1 does teach a text entry field 
associated with a submit button, but not in association with the hyperlink element). W3C 
teaches that text entry fields were notoriously well known in the art at the time of the invention 
to be provided in forms (Page 3: "text input"). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention for the control of Dynamic Drive to have been a text 
entry field, because W3C teaches that text entry form fields were notoriously well known in the 
art to be an obvious control replacement for a dialog box, list, or menu (Pages 2-3: "Control 
types") and would have also provided users of Dynamic Drive the benefit of being able to enter 
text based input (Page 3: "text input"). 

-In regard to dependent claims 10, 12, and 31, Dynamic Drive further teach wherein 
the control was a list or dialog box (Dynamic Drive 2: "drop down menu generator" i.e. note the 
drop down menu control activated when the "DHTML Links" hyperlink is selected). 

-In regard to dependent claims 51, 58, and 65, Dynamic Drive teaches selecting the 
control from the group consisting of a list (Dynamic Drive 2: "drop down menu generator" i.e. 
note the drop down menu control activated when the "DHTML Links" hyperlink is selected). 

-In regard to dependent claims 52, 59, and 66, Dynamic Drive teaches displaying the 
hyperlink using color coding and formatting to distinguish the hyperlink from other parts of the 
form that do not have a hyperlink (Dynamic Drive 1 : i.e. the color of the hyperlinks "JavaScript 
links" and "DHTML Links" are blue and underlined). 
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-In regard to dependent claims 53, 60, and 67, Dynamic Drive teaches displaying an 
instruction area that presents instructions for the user to chck on the element in the form 
displayed as a hyperlink to modify the element (Dynamic Drive 1 : e.g. "Demo" and 
"Directions. ..(The above demo has two"). Additionally W3C teaches that it was notoriously well 
known in the art at the time of the invention for forms to include labels for individual controls to 
better help the user understand the purpose and functionality of the control ("Labels"). 

9. Claims 4-5, 17-18, 25-26, 55-57, 62-64, and 69-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dynamic Drive, "Drop down menu generator", 03/30/99, pp. 1-2, 
http://web.archive.org/web/200 1 080 116 1 507/http://www.dynamicdrive.com/dynamicindexl/dro 
pmenuindex.htm (Hereafter "Dynamic Drive 1") and Dynamic Drive Screenshot "Drop down 
menu generator", 03/30/99, pp. 1 (Hereafter "Dynamic Drive 2") in view of W3C, HTML 4.01 
Specification, Chapter 17, "Forms", W3C, 12/24/99, pp. 1-26, 

http://www.w3.org/TR/html401/interact/forms.html (Hereafter "W3C") in further view of 
Wasilewski (US-6,374,275 04/16/02) in flirther view of Bergman et al (US-5,909,678 06/01/99). 

-In regard to dependent claims 4-5, 17-18, and 25-26, neither Dynamic Drive nor W3C 
teach wherein the element was part of a formula or calculation. Bergman et al teach wherein a 
control element was part of a formula or calculation (column 3, lines 9-10; column 14, lines 10- 
30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for 
the database form query element of Dynamic Drive and W3C to have been part of a formula or 
calculation, because Bergman taught such an interface element would help provide an easy-to- 
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user query interface with improved guidance (column 2, lines 43-50) which would have been 
beneficial for providing greater functionality for querying the database. 

-In regard to dependent claims 55, 62, and 69, Dynamic Drive does not specifically 
teach upon selection of the hyperlink by the user, highlighting a corresponding condition in the 
form (i.e. only shows highlighting the selectable elements of the newly displayed menu/dialog). 
Bergman teaches when selecting a control on a form, highlighting a corresponding condition in 
the form (column 7, lines 35-47: "click. . .objects that the palette will accept highlighted in the 
menu"). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention for a corresponding element of the control of Dynamic Drive to be highlighted when 
the hyperlink was selected as taught in Bergman, because Bergman teaches that by highhghting 
certain conditions in the form the user could more easily determine elements of the form that 
were acceptable to the query (column 7, lines 35-47). 

-In regard to dependent claims 56, 63, and 70, Dynamic Drive teaches upon the 
selection of the hyperlink by the user, displaying a dialog for setting up configuration of the 
query (Dynamic Drive 2: i.e. upon selection of the hyperlink "DHTML Links" the dialog menu 
is displayed for user selection). 

-In regard to dependent claims 57, 64, and 71, Dynamic Drive selecting the control as 
a dialog or list (Dynamic Drive 2: "drop down menu generator" i.e. note the drop down menu 
control activated when the "DHTML Links" hyperlink is selected). Dynamic Drive does not 
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specifically teach wherein selecting the control as the text entry field for user interaction and 
restricting text entry to numeric values for numeric elements. W3C teaches wherein forms were 
notoriously well known in the art at the time of the invention to include text entry fields and for 
said entry fields to be restricted based on content type and size (Page 3: "text input"; Page 6: 
"size" and "maxlength"). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention for the hyperlinked menu/dialog form control of Dynamic Drive to have 
been a text entry field and for said text entry field to have restricted values, because W3C teaches 
that text entry form fields were notoriously well known in the art to be an obvious control 
replacement for a dialog box, hst, or menu (Pages 2-3: "Control types") and would have also 
provided users of Dynamic Drive the benefit of being able to enter text based input (Page 3: "text 
input"). Wherein W3C does not specifically teach that the restricted values are restricted based 
on numeric content type, the Examiner notes that it was notoriously well known in the art at the 
time of the invention to put validation restrictions/ranges on form input/control elements so that 
the user was prevented/helped fi-om entering invalid data (i.e. preventing errors fi-om being 
entered before the form was submitted for processing/validation). 

10. Claims 54, 61, and 68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dynamic Drive, "Drop down menu generator", 03/30/99, pp. 1-2, 

http://web.archive.org/web/200 1 080 116 1 507/http://www.dynamicdrive.com/dynamicindexl/dro 
pmenuindex.htm (Hereafter "Dynamic Drive 1") and Dynamic Drive Screenshot "Drop down 
menu generator", 03/30/99, pp. 1 (Hereafter "Dynamic Drive 2") in view of W3C, HTML 4.01 
Specification, Chapter 17, "Forms", W3C, 12/24/99, pp. 1-26, 
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http://www.w3.org/TR/html401/interact/forms.html (Hereafter "W3C") in further view of 
Wasilewski (US-6,374,275 04/16/02) in flirther view of Banning et al (US-5,471,613 1 1/28/95). 

-In regard to dependent claims 54, 61, and 68, neither Dynamic Drive nor W3C teach 
displaying the form as a tree structure of a database query. Banning et al teach displaying a 
database query as a tree structure (column 5, lines 40-53: "operating and manipulating 
queries... using graphical representations... provided by the tree structure... of the database query"). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for the 
database form query of Dynamic Drive and W3C to have been in the structure of a tree as taught 
in Banning, because Banning taught that a form tree structure database query provided an 
intuitive, user friendly, and easy to understand tool for constructing a database query (column 5, 
lines 40-53). 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicanf s arguments with respect to claims 1,11, and 1 3 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam L. Basehoar whose telephone number is (571)-272-4121. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7:00am - 4:00pm. 



Application/Control Number: 09/766,949 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2178 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Adam L Basehoar/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2178 



